PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

only to yield to promptings of this order, but
also to be seduced by his wish into a belief in
their efficacy.

If any one finds it difficult to admit that the
savage can so easily be deceived, I would direct
his attention to the well-known instances of
children's self-deceptions. Most of them behave,
at a certain age, as if their dolls were alive and,
to all appearances, there are some moments when
they think so. What they think at other
moments is another matter. We need not
suppose that the savage cannot take, at times,
a critical attitude and perhaps undeceive him-
self. It is sufficient that at other moments,
when under the pressure of needs or in the
excitement accompanying ceremonies of con-
siderable social significance or of much personal
Importance, he should be able to assume the
attitude of the believer. The behaviour of
certain mentally deranged persons throws some
light on this point. Such a person may believe
that his hands are always dirty and be constantly
washing them, If reasoned with, he may perhaps
be convinced that they cannot be dirty. Yet
a few seconds later he will exclaim, c But I feel
they are dirty/ and return to the wash-basin.
The savage is under the control of his impulses
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